




Foreword
Before Christ was resurrected, He had to die.  Before He died, He had to live.  
And at the start of His earthly life was His birth. The birth of a baby.  While it 
is easy to focus on His birth during Advent, and overlook His life, death and 
resurrection, the season of Advent is much, much more.  Advent prepares 
our hearts to consider why Jesus was born, His holy purpose on this earth 
and His gift of grace to us, a gift beyond all measure. 

And it all started with the birth of a baby.

The book you now hold in your hands is the first of its kind, the first Advent 
Devotional book that Marvin United Methodist Church has published.  It is 
the product of the study, thoughts, prayers and reflections of some of the 
faithful and talented members of Marvin United Methodist Church.  While 
the laity of Marvin has produced Lenten Devotional books, this is the first 
book for Advent.

Advent is a special time of the year, and there are important lessons for 
each person, regardless of age.  Young children look forward to the birth of 
Jesus and the celebration of Christmas Day.  As we mature past childhood, 
Advent becomes a time of reflection of the world before Jesus’ birth, his 
birth and life, and ultimately, His death and resurrection.  Advent also points 
to the second coming of Christ.  Advent is a time to reflect on our need for 
Jesus as our Savior and to embrace His life on earth.  The title, The Advent 
of Healing, is indicative of the devotionals contained in the book.  

The devotionals begin with December 1, and end December 27. The writers 
have used a scripture passage to coincide or coordinate with the scripture 
passages used in the sermon series for Advent.  Enjoy your time studying 
the scripture, reading the devotionals, and open your heart and mind to new 
insights and understandings.  We have much to be thankful for during this 
season of Advent.  God’s perfect plan beckons our following Him.



Nineteen writers participated in this project, and without exception, each 
was richly blessed by his or her efforts. Please enjoy your time reading, 
praying, reflecting and contemplating.  And Merry Christmas! 

It has been my pleasure to lead this project, under the direction of our 
Minister of Discipleship, Pastor Melanie.

John Berry
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Week One:

Luke 1:5-7; 24-25
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was 

a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 
to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife 

Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.  
Both of them were righteous in the sight of 

God, observing all the Lord’s commands and 
decrees blamelessly.  But they were childless 
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, 

and they were both very old...

... After this his wife Elizabeth became 
pregnant and for five months remained in 

seclusion.  “The Lord has done this for me,” 
she said. “In these days he has shown his 
favor and taken away my disgrace among 

the people.”

Jesus Brings Physical Healing



December 1
 Matthew 1:1-17

THE ADVENT OF HEALING    
It may surprise you to find out that the first chapter of Matthew is one of the 
most controversial chapters in the New Testament.  When curious Jewish 
men and new Jewish converts would’ve read this chapter, their blood 
pressure would’ve soared!  There are women mentioned in this genealogy!  
What is even more incredible is that these women were clearly not the kind 
of women special enough to garner special attention!  Why would Matthew 
include such an obvious offensive selection in his opening paragraphs?  
Matthew was making it clear that this Messiah, this Jesus of Nazareth, was 
different.  There was something absolutely different about him.  Moreover, 
this Messiah was not only sent by God, but the way he entered our timeline 
was not a surprise to God, it was on purpose.  

God is in pursuit of His people, His heart is ever seeking and moving towards 
all of us.  God did not begin loving the unlovable and offering grace to the 
hopeless with the incarnation of Jesus.  God never wanted a religious 
system that drives people to cold obedience, He always purposed His 
people to be in relationship with Him and others.  Jesus was the culmination 
of a God who continually pursued his people through a loving, redeeming, 
and healing relationship.  Jesus was born of five women the world would 
ignore, cast out, or shun.  Tamar was a manipulative woman who the world 
threw away and punished.  Rahab was a prostitute.  Ruth was an illegal alien, 
widower, and homeless.  Bathsheba, cited here only as Uriah’s wife, was an 
adulteress who lost her baby.  Mary, was a poor teenager from the wrong 
side of the tracks.  

These women teach us that we all have a place in the heart of God.  This 
Christmas don’t lose sight of who Jesus is as your healer and redeemer.  You 
may be a in the midst of a mess you’ve made by your own bad choices.  You 
may be in the midst of a season of grief and uncertainty.  You may be praying 



for someone in a difficult situation.  You may be wondering if God could love 
someone like you.  Wherever you are, God has made a place for you at His 
table and guaranteed it through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  
You are loved and pursued by God. His redemption means that the Advent 
of His healing has come, for you.  These five women tucked inside a boring 
genealogy is a loud declaration that the heart of God is toward his people, 
always!  May you experience the Advent of Christ’s healing deeply in your 
soul and life this Advent Season.  

Pastor Melanie



December 2
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Hear. Restore. Save. 
Let Your hand be upon the Man of Your right hand, upon the Son of Man 
whom You have made strong for Yourself. Psalm 80:17
Hear us, Lord Restore us, Lord Come to us, Lord Save us, Lord.

There is no doubt that the Hebrew people knew they needed to be heard, 
restored and saved.  They knew God had taken them out of Egypt into the 
promised land, the land of Canaan, but still, their neighbors mocked them, 
ridiculed them, abused them, engaged them in never ending battles, and 
they were suffering. Worse yet, they were mocked for their suffering.

While we may not be engaged in battles to protect our very homes, faced 
by endless ridicule and shame from all of those around us, haven’t we 
experienced suffering?  Haven’t we realized that our resources are depleted 
and still we are in desperate need for help?  Haven’t we called out in our 
suffering, angry at our abject poverty of body, mind and spirit?  

And then we cry out to God.  Show us Your favor.  Hear us, restore us, come 
to us and save us.

But there is more to this Psalm than a cry for help.   In a prophetic voice, the 
Psalmist called for the God of deliverance to put His hand upon the Man of 
God’s right hand, upon the Son of Man whom God made strong for Himself, 
and for ourselves. 

Sooner or later, we all suffer.  We all cry out for God to hear us, restore us, 
come to us and save us.  We pray that God will cause His face to shine on us, 
to give us His abundant blessing.  That abundant blessing came in the form 
of a baby, born of God and born of woman.  God’s right hand.  



As we await the birth of our Savior, let us not forget the abject poverty of 
our state without Him.  And let us rejoice in that blessing above all other 
blessings that we celebrate in this season.

John Berry
 



December 3
Isaiah 40:1-11

He Rules With Power & Gently Leads
Isaiah 40:10-11 “See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and He rules 
with a mighty arm.  See, his reward is with Him, and His recompense 
accompanies Him.  He tends His flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs 
in His arms and carries them close to His heart; He gently leads those that 
have young.” (NIV)

When given a list of Scriptures to choose from to write about for Marvin’s 
Advent Devotionals, one of those chapters and verses spoke powerfully to 
me.  I had a connection with a boy named Isaiah.  That alone would not be 
enough, but still, I was intrigued.  While the first 39 chapters of the Book 
of Isaiah contain some serious gloom and doom, Chapter 40 promises the 
comfort and blessing that God gives to His believers.  Christmas is coming 
and busyness aside--what better time to be aware of God’s glorious gifts.  
I can assure you that this story of few words about the Isaiah I know has a 
good, God-given ending!

A boy, Isaiah, was being raised by his drug-addicted mother in Colorado far 
from the love of his grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins in Oklahoma.  
This 13-year-old namesake of the prophet Isaiah--often called the greatest 
prophet of them all--was not living the life his kind, Christian grandparents 
had envisioned for him.  When his mother could not care for her child 
properly, Isaiah came to live with an aunt in Oklahoma.  But after a year of 
stability with his relatives, the courts awarded custody to his mother and 
the boy was returned to the turmoil of life with a parent who undoubtedly 
loved him but still loved getting high.

My sweet cousin, Joe, and his wife, Claudia, were the grandparents who 
struggled daily for the next several years with the worry of how their 
grandson, Isaiah, would survive.  Sadly, Joe did not live to see the comfort 



and blessing that God gave Claudia and her family when Isaiah came to 
Oklahoma when he turned 18--the legal age to make his own decisions 
about with whom and where to live.  He is thriving now as he works in 
the family commercial development business.  And, he is living with his 
grandmother, Claudia.  We are praying--and will continue to pray--that 
Isaiah’s mother will someday soon be able to accept God’s grace.

The Good Shepherd has brought the grown-up Isaiah back to the family 
flock.  What a gift!  Be on the lookout for and be aware of the bounty God 
shares with you.  With me.  With all of us.  Give thanks.  And it will truly be the 
most wonderful time of the year!

Suzanne Myers
 



December 4
Isaiah 40:27-31

Wait and Renew
But those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They will 
mount up with wings like eagles. They will run and not be weary. They shall 
walk and not faint.

When I was young I thought I was 10 feet tall and bullet-proof. Physical 
exertion was done with ease and I recall the wonder and the joy of maximum 
exertion. To feel my heart pounding in my chest and be taking in great gulps 
of air and to run like the wind at full speed was thrilling and commonplace. 
Inability never crossed my mind. I thought I could soar like eagles forever.

I was unaware that 2,700 years earlier Isaiah accurately foretold my current 
situation of declining ability. He predicted that a strong young man would 
become weary and fall and stumble, exhausted. My running days would 
come to an end. I would soar no more. But thankfully he also told me how 
to survive and regain the loss of some of these qualities, both physical and 
spiritual. I must wait... wait... search for, expect and hope for the Lord. Seek 
Him daily. He will renew my strength and refill my spirit. And in doing so, 
restore my body and my soul, and in my old age I will receive that wondrous 
gift… 

I can walk and not faint. Did you get that?

If I wait for Him, if I wait on Him, if I wait…if I wait...
I can walk, I can walk, I can walk and not faint.

God is good.        
Anonymous



December 5
Psalm 8:1-4

Why Us?
3-4“When I consider Your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which You have ordained: What is man that You are mindful of him, 
and the son of man that you visit him?” (NKJV)

3-4“I look up at your macro-skies, dark and enormous, your handmade sky-
jewelry, Moon and stars mounted in their settings. Then I look at my micro-
self and wonder, Why do you bother with us? Why take a second to look our 
way?” (NLT)

God’s creation surrounds us whether we acknowledge it, or HIM, or not. 
Every day, the sun rises, the sun sets, the moon sits in the dark night sky 
surrounded by the diamonds in the sky. 
Every day, I travel through the country to my work and most days, I am 
getting to watch the sun rise and the sun set. Many days, I am astounded 
by the artistic beauty of God’s masterpiece. Seeing the day begin reminds 
me that each day is new and all is worthy of joy. Seeing each day end resets 
my spirit after spending the day around young, eager minds. These two 
moments aren’t just a signal of the passage of time, but a reminder that 
God set all around us, even us, into motion to proclaim Him as Lord!

And if we gaze into the night sky, if we watch the changing light of fall, if we 
breath in the crisp winter air with the hint of wood smoke, if we notice the 
flowers burst through the earth in spring, we should ponder this question-
”Why bother with  us?” 

God bothers with us for a simple reason. We are a part of that wonderment 
of the universe. He gave us this earth and all that dwells within it. We are 
a part of this creation. This Advent season, this season of anticipation, 
let us consider this thought, that we are a part of the majesty and glory of 



HIS name. We are a part of this creation. When Christ came to earth as a 
babe, He too became a part of the creation with the purpose of completely 
unifying us to God. As a part of this creation, we should remember that 
God is mindful of us, so mindful that He sent Jesus Christ to save us from 
ourselves so we can wonder at His majesty. Glory to GOD! Amen. 
     

Catherine Gaertner

 



December 6
Psalm 122

The Journey Home
“1. I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the 
Lord.” 2. Our feet are standing in your gates, O Jerusalem.” Psalm 122:1-2 
(NIV)

The mention of the word, “home,” can bring all sorts of feelings and 
emotions to mind, especially during this season of Advent. Playwrights, 
authors and song writers have used the word home to convey a sense 
of longing and being. The thought of home can serve as a reminder of 
cherished memories. Still for others, the memories may not be as sweet 
and are blanketed in a fog of pain that years have never been able to lift. 

Today’s Scripture is one of the songs of ascents and takes us on a journey 
to a different home – a triumphant homecoming. You can sense the 
excitement as believers make one of their pilgrimages to a special feast as 
they travel up to Jerusalem. Close your eyes and imagine that you are with 
this group – you hear people talking about the places you will see along the 
way, you join them in singing worship songs and you share your dreams of 
what it will be like when you arrive at the house of the Lord. 

The second verse of Psalm 122 lets you know that you have reached holy 
ground – the final destination, “Our feet are standing in your gates, O 
Jerusalem.” Can’t you see everyone standing speechless and in awe as they 
take in the beauty that surrounds them from that glorious vantage point. 

Anyone who has traveled knows the work that goes into preparing for a 
trip, the packing, and carefully charting a course, before ever setting out for 
your destination.  Fortunately, God has given us all we need for our journey 
home in the Scriptures and with His promises. He makes our road-map 
clear with the song of ascents from the Psalms that take us through a 



myriad of emotions from lamenting, anguish to hope, healing and joy-filled 
worship. We grow in our relationship with God through fellowship with other 
believers and worship in our church home.

We are reminded in the songs of ascents that no matter how challenging 
the road may become or how weary we get traveling, Jesus can always be 
found by our side leading us each day up to home. Our earthly home, made 
of bricks and mortar, may provide temporary shelter and security; but it is 
the heavenly home that Jesus is preparing for us that will give us perfect 
peace and eternal life.  There is no place like our heavenly home. 

Mitzie Avera

 



December 7
Psalm 146: 5-10 

Being Glad, Having Hope
Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the 
Lord his God.

If I were to make a list of all your attributes, would you be proud of them? 
Would your family be proud of them? Would your friends try to emulate 
them? Would you want them published in the local paper for all to see? 
Hmmmmmm.

I stand in awe when I read the list of attributes of the God of Jacob as listed 
in Psalms 146: 5-10.

When I dig in the dirt and plant a seed, I always marvel at the dirt that gives 
life to the seed and makes the plant grow. How did He do that? We humans 
have gotten amazingly talented in the 21st century – but can we “make” 
dirt, “make” the earth? 

And how about water? I have caught fish from the sea and ponder each time 
at the vastness of the ocean. Where did all that water come from? Where 
is it going? Will it ever dry up? And how many fish live in it? It only took a 
few fish and seven loaves of bread to feed the 4,000. Are there enough fish 
in the sea and enough wheat in Kansas to make enough bread to feed the 
whole world?

Try this: Set the kitchen timer for five minutes. Blindfold yourself so that you 
cannot see (no cheating), Now walk around your kitchen and house “blind”. If 
this were permanent it would be easy to see why the blind man called out to 
the Lord for help. And what a joyous event when the Lord touched the blind 
man’s eyes and he was blind no more, vision restored. He could see!



Have you ever been in a new town, a new state, a new neighborhood, a new 
school?  Did you have that feeling of being the stranger? You did not know 
anyone. You were the new kid on the block. What a good feeling to find 
someone who cares about you, someone who offers help when you need it.  
Turn to the Lord, God protects strangers.

When God chose Abraham to found the Jewish Nation, He made Abraham 
an emigrant. Abraham’s home was in Ur. God told Abraham to leave his 
home and led him to the Promised Land, present day Israel. God watched 
over Abraham as he emigrated from Ur. Today you and I are witnesses to a 
mass immigration which is occurring at the southern border of the United 
States. We do not know the final outcome, but history tells us God watches 
over immigrants.

God’s wonderful attributes are endless. He seeks justice for the oppressed, 
He feeds the hungry, He sets the prisoners free. And the list goes on and on. 
How happy and blessed am I to be the recipient of these many blessings. I, 
like the Psalmist, am glad, I am happy to be one of His. 

Anonymous
 



Week two:

Luke 1:67-79
His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and prophesied:  “Praise be to the Lord, the God 
of Israel,  because he has come to his people and 

redeemed them. He has raised up a horn[a] of 
salvation for us in the house of his servant David

 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all 

who hate us—to show mercy to our ancestors
    and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he 

swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the 
hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him 

without fear in holiness and righteousness before him 
all our days. And you, my child, will be called a prophet 

of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord 
to prepare the way for him, to give his people the 

knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of 
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God,

    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow 

of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

Jesus Brings Emotional Healing



December 8
Micah 5:1:6

And He Will be Our Peace
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans 
of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. Therefore Israel will be 
abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a son... Micah 5:2-3 
The prophet predicts the impending judgment on a rebellious people by 
foreign invasion. Against this backdrop Micah, through an edict from the 
Lord God Almighty Himself, foretells of the coming Redeemer. 

Not unusual in God’s plan, this Redeemer will come from a backwater town 
in Israel that the people of the day considered culturally worthless. Though 
from a non-descript area, Israel’s predicted ruler will be from ancient times, 
even before time began.  With our twenty-twenty hindsight, it’s easy to see 
who Micah was speaking of when he says, “when she who is in labor gives 
birth”.

Like the Israelites of Jesus’ day, we are to look past our desires for earthly 
political deliverance and look to the eternal spiritual shepherd who protects 
His flock for eternity with the power, majesty and greatness of the Lord. 

As He came to earth in the flesh, Jesus Christ promises to return. We, His 
people will be permanently delivered from our “invaders”. As written in 
Revelation 21, He creates a “new heaven and a new earth” and, “God himself 
will be with them and He will be their God. He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain.”.  There will 
be no more “Assyrians” invading our land!

Paul Breedlove



December 9
Isaiah 11:1-11

A Shoot from a Stump
Isaiah 11:1-11 - “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots” RSV

Advent is a season of expectant waiting and preparation; a season of 
celebration of the birth of Christ and the expectant return of Jesus at the 
second coming. Isaiah is the prophet who guides us through Advent as we 
prepare for Christmas.      

Assyria was strong and mighty during Isaiah’s time. He compared Assyria 
to the great and mighty cedars of Lebanon. But Assyria was full of evildoers 
and corruption who had forsaken the LORD their God. And because of their 
sinfulness, the Lord cut them off, as branches, and threw them into the fire. 
All that remained was a stump. 

A thousand years before Christ’s birth, David, the son of Jesse, ruled Israel 
during a time of peace and great prosperity. But, due to their sinfulness 
and unfaithfulness, the kingdom fell, first  to the Assyrians and then to the 
Babylonians. The house of David had been cut down (to a stump) for its 
sinfulness against their God. The people languished in expectation that one 
day, David’s throne would be restored, that a savior would come. 

Isaiah prophesied that a shoot would come forth from the stump of Jesse, 
the remnant of Israel; a shoot that would grow in knowledge and fear of 
the Lord; a shoot that would have the Spirit of God (Luke 4:18) whose 
decisions would be always right and perfect; a shoot that would rule with 
righteousness, bringing peace to all peoples and kingdoms. This shoot is 
Jesus of Nazareth whose birth we celebrate.  

Advent is not only the season of celebration of the birth of Christ but also 



the celebration of the day the Lord will extend His hand yet again to recover 
the remnant (the second coming). Isaiah reminds us to straighten our 
wicked ways and bad habits, to turn from sin. He reminds us of the arrival of 
the reign of God urging us to be peaceful and to follow the Spirit. 

Let us await His coming in faith, hope, joy and peace.

 David Ward
 



December 10
Isaiah 35:1-4

They Will See the Glory of the Lord
There are times of want and there are times of prosperity.  

Whether times of want or times of prosperity, the KINGDOM of CHRIST 
is  in fact the great subject intended for our focus.  At times, our 
circumstances and our very souls can be dark with stress, depression and 
with circumstances.  In fact, I coined years ago a new word, DISTRESSION, 
to describe a great deal of stress in light of circumstances, be it health or 
otherwise.   Yet, when we are faint hearted and discouraged, we can be 
encouraged.  Like the desert, we may shout in exultation and blossom.  

From darkness and wilderness can spring forth joy and singing and 
promises of better days to come (in this life or the one to come). That is, 
with the promise of faith and the assurances of the return of the Messiah, 
there is vengeance on the darkness and our circumstance by the great 
overcomer. The design of the Gospel is for this promise of wholeness, 
despite challenges, heartache and circumstances we would rather avoid. 
He has experienced it all, He walks with us and we can look to the heavenly 
peace and comfort of our Heavenly Father over, above and beyond the 
circumstances of this life.

In fact, as I write and consider these verses, I have a dear friend in an 
eight-hour surgery. And it’s comforting to know that his family is resting 
with a peace and confidence that only the LORD can and does provide and 
continues to provide in such circumstances.  Resting in Him in turbulent 
times is the only way to have considerable peace in the face of daunting 
circumstances of this life.  We all have attempted to navigate circumstances 
on our own.  If it depended upon us for the outcome, well “How did that 
work out?” Not well? 



And even, more telling is the absence of peace when we place fear above 
faith.

Tom Brown

 



December 11
2 Peter 2:11-18

False Teachers Invading the Church
In our own local church, in our denomination, are we vigilant to guard 
against teaching of false doctrine that may be introduced by the enemy?

The apostle Peter is warning his listeners in 2 Peter 2:11-18 to beware of 
false teachers. Paul and Peter remind church members that there are those 
in our midst who defend and promote their own pleasures contrary to God’s 
Word.

Peter  ( 2 Peter 2:15 ) and Jesus in Revelation 2:14 tell us of an Old Testament 
time (Numbers 22-24) when those claiming to know God followed the “ways 
of Balaam.” The Ways of Balaam encouraged practicing immoral sexual 
behavior. Has that happened in our churches today? Peter warns us about 
the empty boastful words that allow our churches to incorporate the sinful 
traits accepted by the present culture. ( 2 Peter 2:18)

Lord,  give us the wisdom and courage to resist the Ways of Balaam that 
threaten our churches. Amen.

David Nichols

 



December 12
John 1:1-5

The Light That Cannot Be Overcome
John 1:1-5  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  (NIV)

The first few verses of John tell us that Jesus is the eternal Word who is with 
God and is God, and He is life and light for those who choose to believe in 
Him.

Have you ever been deep in the woods at night without a flashlight?  
Incredible darkness.  Have you ever felt like you were walking in pitch 
darkness at times in your life?

The same God who created the universe is able to create new life within us.  
Without Jesus, we are dead and in darkness.  The Light of life that exposes 
and drives away the darkness of the human race and the world is the same 
Light that will brighten our life. This true Light and source of all life is also 
the source of OUR spiritual renewal.

When we choose to believe that Jesus is exactly who the Bible tells us He is, 
we can have hope, peace, and joy because through Him we can overcome 
this world— and we are saved through Grace!   So, go forth in your life, being 
bright lights for your faith.

Scott Myers
 



December 13
Isaiah 35:5-10

The Way of Holiness 
Promises Gladness and Joy

“Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped…..water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the 
desert…..gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will 
flee away.”  Isaiah 35:5, 6 and 10

I love to recall the walks with my husband through the woods on his family 
farm. He poked around through the piled leaves and thick mud with a stick 
until the underground spring would begin to bubble and flow. I shared his 
joy at seeing the fresh water as he remembered the importance of living 
springs to his father, and to their life on the farm.  Simple yet precious.

Today’s reading from Isaiah promises that Jesus is the water that will 
“gush forth” to save us from our worldly natures, to crown our heads with 
“everlasting joy.” Bible commentary explains that the diseases of the body 
in these verses – the blind, the deaf, the lame, the mute – represent our 
“spiritual infirmities.” The expectant season of Advent, the coming of 
Christmas in a few days, reminds us that Christ was born to save us in our 
sin, our spiritual infirmities.  Verse 7 promises refreshment, the grace of 
God for our souls. “The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground 
bubbling springs.”

The Lord rescues us so that as Jesus’ followers, we may walk on the 
highway referenced in Verse 8, the Way of Holiness.  We will one day enter 
God’s kingdom with singing as His redeemed people.

The wooden manger scene, with its simple construction, helps us to focus 
on the coming of Baby Jesus, the purest joy of Christmas, into our complex 



and confusing world.  Humble yet glorious.

We thank you, Father, for the precious gift of your Son, Jesus Christ.  We 
pray that with help from the Holy Spirit, we will walk the Way of Holiness 
even during times of illness, discouragement and grief.  “Let us all with 
gladsome voice praise the God of Heaven.” Amen.

Carol Thompson 



Week three:
Matthew 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came 
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married 

to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 

Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, 

he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are 

to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.”...

...When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his 
wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until 

she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 
Jesus.

Jesus Brings Relational Healing



December 14
Micah 4:6-7 

The Value of Cast-Offs
If you wander through a fabric store, you will often find a bin devoted to 
remnants. The remnant is a small amount of fabric left over on a bolt 
of cloth after the last usable yardage is sold. The pieces are suitable for 
only tiny projects like doll clothes or patchwork quilt squares. They aren’t 
of interest to everyone, so the store managers discount the prices to 
encourage a sale.

Of course, remnants are also associated with other work projects, from 
paper cut-outs to building construction. Our vocabulary indicates the 
uselessness of remnants:  residue, tail ends, stubs, leftovers. Often these 
pieces are just swept into the trash because we lack the creativity, energy, 
or time to turn them into something better. Unfortunately, we even look at 
people in the same way—the “dregs” of society—the ones we deem not 
good enough, strong enough, healthy enough, or smart enough to be useful 
in our plans for societal success.

How differently God sees us!  God is not put off by our lameness or by the 
times the world has conquered us.  God says the remnants are survivors.  
The prophet Micah declared our God’s amazing promise, “In that day…
The lame I will make the remnant, and those who were cast off, a strong 
nation”(NRSV). In spite of afflictions in this world, we can rest in God’s great 
plan for the renewal of his good creation.  We wait, assured that we have 
value to our Lord right now and forever. 

Dear Heavenly Father, forgive us when we discount the value of others. Help 
us to know and feel the depth and breadth of your love, especially during 
dark times when we wait for change.  Amen.

Janet Tyner



December 15
Isaiah 9:1-7

The Light of the World
Matt 4: 12-17 
“And leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by 
the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet.” 

Isaiah 9:2 “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light”

During the Advent season, we light a series of candles and read Scripture 
and offer special prayers as we near the day that we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus. We light the candles on the altar as symbolic reminders that the 
light of Christ is with us and in us as we worship. The acolytes depart the 
sanctuary first bearing the light of Christ reminds us that we are to be the 
light in the world. And we sing “This little light of mine. I’m going to let it 
shine!” 

How bright is your light?

In the art of theatre, there is power in the darkness. Any small light from 
backstage can ruin a complete blackout effect. The crew uses red or 
blue light to see what they are doing or assist with a costume change. A 
director can ask for the full blackout for a few moments so the audience 
can be completely amazed when the light comes back on. Actors can seem 
to appear from nowhere or the set could be completely different. And a 
focused bright light on one section of the stage will draw the audiences’ 
attention away from the section where silent action is happening. I, as a 
director, am always asking my light board operator to turn up the lights 
because of the saying “If the audience can’t see, the audience can hear”. 
Adjudicators at One-Act Play contests will “Find the light”. 



The world is deep in sin, and without the light of Christ, everything becomes 
darker and darker. But as believers, we possess a great light. We carry the 
light of Christ in us every day. As we share the good news and proclaim His 
name as “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace”, 
we need to take the light of Christ into the world letting everyone know that 
His promises are still true for all, revealing the set change that is occurring, 
sharing the light of Christ so that all may see and hear.

Now lift up your eyes and see the Glory of the Lord! 

Catherine Gaertner

 



December 16
Isaiah 42:1-4; Matthew 12:15-21

God’s Chosen Servant
As we reflect on this Advent season, we read in these scriptures both an 
instruction on how to live and a reason to praise God. In the prophecy given 
to Isaiah by God we find Jesus, the beloved servant, whom God has sent 
filled with His spirit to proclaim His truth to the world.

First, we see God’s plan for Jesus to demonstrate His servanthood through 
humility and caring. As Jesus performs the healing miracle in Matthew, He 
fulfills the prophecy by warning the people not to tell others. He does not 
seek public recognition or personal glory. His concern and caring are also for 
the broken and vulnerable, the bruised reed and the smoldering wick.
This is an example we should strive to emulate in our Christian walk.

The second lesson in this scripture is that all nations have hope in Him. 
God always intended to include all people in His plan of redemption. We, as 
Gentiles, should be very grateful and full of praise that if we put our trust in 
this Servant of God, we have eternal life and everything else we need.

Prayer: Oh, Lord, we thank you for the gift of your Son. May we faithfully 
follow His example of humility and sincere concern for others. May we 
always be inclusive and open to sharing the gift of Christmas with all.

Mike Simpson

 



December 17
Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4:16-21

Good News
Advent is a season in the Christian year when the hymns are familiar to my 
ears and my heart.  I don’t always have to glance down at the hymnal to recall 
the words.  “Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free” are 
words written by Charles Wesley.  I sing these well known words each Advent.  
The words from the prophet Isaiah were familiar to Jesus as He read from the 
scroll on a particular sabbath day. Jesus went to the synagogue to worship, as 
was His custom.  He went to the synagogue to gather with those who came 
to worship and honor God.  That day He read from Isaiah words of justice and 
mercy.  These are powerful words of good news - release, recovery, freedom 
from oppression. Jesus read a call to minister to the marginalized.

After reading the scripture, Jesus makes this incredible declaration, “Today, 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Here Jesus announces 
publicly that He is on earth to live out God’s desire for things to be just and 
right.  God loves the world.  He so loves this world that His desire is to restore 
and heal brokenness for all people.  All people.

These words of justice and mercy were revealed to Isaiah by God around 742 
BC.  Jesus repeats them at the beginning of his ministry as truth for His life 
and calling.  Aren’t these the same words that express what God desires for 
the world today?

God’s vision is for a world of justice and mercy, and we are called to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus in this ministry as we live our lives.  What I hear is  
that we are called to live justice and mercy in everything we do.  I hear this
as a call to restore what is broken in the world, a call to challenge that which 
does the breaking, and a call to bring healing to those who hurt. God calls 
me to let God’s Spirit be upon me and lead me in how to participate in God’s 
desire for shalom.



It’s Advent and we sing familiar hymns.  I hope that as I sing oft-repeated 
words, I consider how each day I can use the gifts God has given me to 
manifest the good news that is restoration and healing, justice and mercy.  
If we strive together, maybe then we can also embrace together the 
Christmas exclamation of “Joy to the world, the Lord has come.”

May the Spirit of the Lord melt me, mold me, fill me, and use me.

Denice Allen
 



December 18
Luke 1:26-38

First a Little Background:
Luke:  The author was Luke, who was a Greek and known as “Luke, the 
beloved physician”. He was an accurate and exact writer.  He interviewed Mary.

Marriage in biblical times:  The espousal period was usually one year prior 
to the marriage ceremony.   During this time, they were considered to be 
married, though the marriage was not consummated.  In fact, a divorce 
would have to be granted to end the marriage during the espousal period.

Mary:  Mary was descended from David, as was Joseph.  All of her family 
and friends knew this.  She was a virgin and thought to be around 16 years 
old.  She and Joseph were of low estate (they were very, very poor), living in 
Nazareth and were espoused to be married.  

Elizabeth and Zechariah:  Both were old and she was barren, which in fact 
was legal grounds for divorce at this time.   

Angel:  Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and told him that Elizabeth would 
have a son.  Zechariah could not believe it and was struck dumb until his 
son’s birth. 

Gabriel’s visit with Mary:  Luke 1:26-38

Elizabeth:  was in her sixth month of pregnancy when Gabriel visited Mary 
(v27).   Gabriel told Mary that she was highly favored and that the Lord was 
with her (v28) and that she would give birth to our Savior. (Vs. 24-33)   Mary 
questioned this by asking the question, how can this be?   Gabriel told her 
that the power of God will overshadow her and that when it was time for her 
son to be born, He would be called the Son of God.  (Vs. 34-36)  And Mary 
believed. (V38)



Message for us: If a 16-year-old virgin finds herself having a baby, can have 
faith and believe in God’s purpose for her life, why should we not be open to 
the purpose for our lives?  If only we will listen and believe.  

Mac Griffith

 



December 19
Luke 1:39-45

Mary’s visit with Elizabeth
Please read, “First a little background” from the day before.

Mary embraces the Lord’s words to her and visits Elizabeth. When Elizabeth 
hears Mary’s speech to her she was filled with the Holy Spirit and her baby, 
(John the Baptist) “leaped in her womb”. She tells Mary how blessed she is 
because she believes in the Lord and His promises to her.   

Two women in unbelievable situations have the faith to believe that the Lord 
will fulfill His promises.  Why shouldn’t we?

Mac Griffith

 



December 20
Luke 1:46-55

Yes, Yes, Yes
O to be as trusting and obedient as Mary when she accepted God’s Holy plan.

Yes, Yes, Yes!

This simple prayer, the Magnificat, succinctly expresses a servant’s heart. 

Last year I wrote a short narrative called Mary’s Window. This is fictional 
dialogue between God and Jesus…the Father and the Son. In the story, 
Jesus says Mary loved Him even before the world loved Him.  He tenderly 
refers to her during His childbirth (the Nativity) and His death (the 
Crucifixion).  Jesus was praising His mother in such a superlative manner 
that He designed a memorial window and placed it in the sky.  Believers 
could see His tribute to Mary.  Similarly, in Mary’s song, she gives total praise 
to God.
No “woulda’s”, No “coulda’s”, No “shoulda’s”, No excuses, 
just YES, YES, YES!

Humanity has not changed in 2,000 years.  As we read Mary’s famous 
response, our hearts have hidden questions:

Would I be so obedient?
Could I trust so completely?
Should I follow God’s plan for my life?
No excuses, just YES, YES, YES!

Dona Julian Cassel



December 21
Luke 1: 5 – 17

The Birth of John the Baptist 
Foretold

As God was preparing to send His son Jesus Christ into the world, He chose 
to send someone in advance of His Son, to prepare the people for Jesus’ 
time on earth.  In the time of Herod, the king of Judea, a priest named 
Zechariah was conducting his priestly duties in the temple while assembled 
worshipers were praying outside.  This was a very special day for Zechariah 
in that it was most likely a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to enter the Holy 
Place to burn incense next to the altar.  While there alone, an angel appeared 
before him and told him that his wife would bear him a son and he was to be 
named John.  The angel told Zechariah that John would be a delight to them 
and many would rejoice because of his birth.  Both Zechariah and Elizabeth 
had obeyed all of God’s decrees and were considered righteous in His sight.  
Further, Elizabeth was the daughter of another priest and a descendant of 
Aaron.  Both had prayed for a child for years but Elizabeth had not been able 
to conceive.  And now, they were both very old.  So, they had probably given 
up on their hopes of ever having a child.   

Imagine the joy that Zechariah and Elizabeth must have experienced 
knowing that God was finally blessing them with a very special son.  This 
account produces many lessons including how important our prayer lives 
are, that we never know what God has in store for us if we continue to 
praise Him and seek His will, and that we are to be patient in how we wait to 
hear God’s answers to our petitions.  Throughout our lives we all struggle 
at times with disappointments, with strained relationships, possible 
health issues, and other problems.  But,  God wants us to be in constant 
communication with Him so that we can experience the peace that comes 
over us if we truly trust in Him and lay our problems at His feet.  Know 
that God hears us and will answer us at the appropriate time in His infinite 



wisdom.  Seek to discover what God has intended for your life and how 
you can be a witness to others through your example of steadfastness and 
faithfulness.

Claude Henry

 



Week four:

Luke 2:36-38 
There was also a prophet, Anna, the 

daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was very old; she had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, and then was 

a widow until she was eighty-four.[a] She 
never left the temple but worshiped night 
and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to 

them at that very moment, she gave thanks 
to God and spoke about the child to all who 
were looking forward to the redemption of 

Jerusalem.

Jesus Brings Spiritual Healing



December 22
Luke 1:18-25

How Can I Be Sure?
Luke 1: 18-25  Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this?  I am 
an old man and my wife is well along in years.” The angel said to him, ‘I am 
Gabriel.  I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you 
and to tell you this good news.   (NIV)

Some things seem too good to be true—but once in a million years along 
comes something that is true, even though it seems impossible.  That 
was Zechariah’s experience when he entered the temple alone.  An angel 
startled Zechariah, telling him that his prayer has been heard, and even 
though he and his wife are old, they will have a son, whose name will be 
John, and John will turn the people back to God and prepare for the coming 
of the Lord.

What does Zechariah make of this?  Are the angel’s words too good to 
be true, or is he describing a once in a million years miracle?  There are 
moments when we do not respond well to God, and consequently, we 
suffer—but ultimately, God’s will gets done, and His grace uses and blesses 
us.

Zechariah should have shown faith and not doubted the word from God, but 
he asked, “How can I be sure of this?”  He and his wife are well beyond their 
child-bearing years.  Zechariah’s doubt is understandable, but in effect he is 
asking the angel to give better proof than only his words.  Zechariah has no 
reason to doubt God and no reason to doubt that Gabriel was sent by God.
Doubt is a normal human reaction when faced with what seems impossible.  
But doubt which denies that God’s word is true, or demands proof, is 
unbelief.  Gabriel announces Zechariah’s penalty:  “And now you will be 
silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not 



believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”   
(Luke 1: 20).

Zechariah should have shown faith and not demanded proof.  Instead, he 
showed doubt, and now he will be silent until the special child is born.

Despite the doubt, the miracle happened, and Elizabeth conceived.  
Zechariah’s vision was a promise from God.  God is gracious, and 
Zechariah’s doubt did not negate God’s promise and His faithfulness.

The truth of this message is that God’s promises are bigger than our 
responses.  John was born, and he was filled with the spirit.  The promise of 
God was fulfilled.

We can be thankful that God’s grace is bigger than our failures.  How often 
do we doubt His promises?  How often do we choose our way instead of 
His?

God’s love is not dependent on our virtues.  He challenges us to accept His 
promises with faith, but He is still true to His word when we fall short.  Like 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, we rejoice in God’s grace on undeserving people. 

Jim Robertson
 



December 23
Matthew 1:18-25

Joseph, a Man of faith, 
Integrity, and Compassion

Joseph, a wonderful man and Mary, a faithful beautiful young lady, are 
chosen by God to be faithful partners to bring our Savior into the world.

Can you imagine how Joseph felt when he heard that his bride to-be was 
already pregnant ?  Matthew 1:18-19 reveals Joseph as a man of integrity 
and compassion.

Then in verses 20-21, Joseph hears God speak to him explaining through 
an angel the purpose of this “terrible circumstance” he finds himself. My 
question is: are we prepared to hear God speak to us in the midst of our 
difficult circumstance and then respond in faith like Joseph?

Notice that this story occurred in “Old Testament” times before the Gospel 
was revealed. The Hebrew scriptures of the Old Testament were the only 
scriptures Joseph and Mary knew, and I believe that they knew them.  
Do we?  Joseph probably knew the Isaiah prophecy about the coming 
Messiah in Isaiah 7:14. “A virgin would conceive and give birth to God’s son 
(Immanuel)”.  Did you know that Jesus HAD to be born of a virgin? Jesus is 
the unique person of the universe, both God and Man conceived by the Holy 
Spirit (God’s DNA) and by Mary (human DNA ) to produce a sinless person, 
both divine and human.  This qualifies Him to be our Redeemer and Savior. 
(verses 22-23) In verse 24-25 Joseph heard God and did what He told him to 
do. An example for us all.

“Lord, help us to respond in faith to your Word as Joseph responded.“
 

David Nichols
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December 24
Luke 2:1-7

The Blessed Birth
The day we have been waiting for arrives.  Joseph and Mary join all of the 
tribe of Judah, their cousins, and travel from Galilee to Bethlehem because 
the emperor has called a census.  No one is exempt.  All must be counted.  
The tribe of Judah must report to Bethlehem.

The road from Galilee to Bethlehem is a hard, uphill climb.  While we 
envision Joseph leading a donkey with Mary riding, her due date imminent, 
we envision the young couple traveling alone along a dusty road.  But 
certainly, they were not alone.  All of the inhabited world was to be counted.  
Surely the roads were full with travelers.  And Mary, only betrothed and 
still unmarried, is obviously pregnant, an outcast among her community, 
deserving of death for her pregnant state.  “Surely she is an adulteress.”  
“Why would Joseph stay with her?”  “We are so ashamed that she is our 
cousin, we want nothing to do with her.” “She deserves death.”  “What an 
embarrassment!”

Why would there be no room for Mary at the inn?  Wouldn’t her relatives 
have made room for a young mother giving birth to her first born had her 
circumstances been different; had she been married, with a legitimate 
reason to be pregnant?  Wouldn’t those kind and wise grandmothers have 
lent a hand, taken care of the young mother-to-be, and eased her labor?  
Had the circumstances been different would she and Joseph have been 
sent to the stable to stay and give birth in the midst of smelly, dirty animals, 
their feed, their waste?  Did they relegate Mary and Joseph to the stable 
because this mother didn’t deserve better?
Can you imagine a less sanitary, safe, warm, and cozy labor room for the 
Savior of the world?

Yet, how perfect is this setting.  



There is no one who can boast that Jesus was born at his inn.  There is no 
one who can claim that she gave up her soft bed for the birth of the Son of 
God.  There in no one who can claim or boast about any aspect of that cold, 
smelly barn, serving as the site of the birth of the Savior of the world.  It is 
for God alone to boast.

And as the animals drank water from their troughs, dripping their slobber 
around the baby, could there be any way that this baby, the Son of God, 
would not thrive? Could that cold winter wind harm that baby? Could any 
calamity befall Him?  While years from now He would suffer that horrible 
death on the cross, tonight He is the most protected baby ever born.  His 
time to arrive on this planet had come.  Nothing could prevent His perfect 
arrival.  This day marked the first day of the life of the Savior of the World.  
And we are forever grateful for this lowly, yet perfect birth.

John Berry

 



December 25
Luke 2:8-20

The Glory
There are few occasions where the shekinah glory of the Lord is made 
known to men.  This glory is not a common occurrence.  It is reserved 
for special occasions only—when God enters his temple, when Jesus is 
baptized and the Holy Spirit falls on and within Him as a dove, when Jesus 
meets Moses and Elijah in the garden.  This glory from the Lord is so 
awesome, so beautiful, so unlike anything else that it is unmistakably from 
God and of God.  There is nothing else like it.  It is difficult to describe, and it 
is also unforgettable.  

How fortunate were these shepherds to hear the angel announce the birth 
of Jesus.  Yet these poor, lowly shepherds did not feel so fortunate at first.  
They were terribly frightened; frightened to their very core.  Sure, they had 
encountered wolves and other predators while guarding their sheep, they 
had encountered thieves, storms, and the roughest of conditions, but they 
had never been visited by angels announcing the birth of the Messiah, the 
Savior for all the people.

While uneducated, these shepherds would still have the basic 
understanding of Jewish history and of the promise of a Messiah or King 
to restore the Jewish people to their rightful place as God’s chosen race. 
They were a downtrodden people, out of favor, under the rule of occupiers 
of their promised land. They may have been looking for a king to start a 
revolution and lead a battle against the occupying forces. But they sure 
didn’t expect anything like this.  If God were to announce His anointed 
leader of the Jews, certainly, the religious leaders of the day would be the 
recipients of this announcement, not some lowly shepherd. But as is typical 
all throughout the life of Jesus, what man thought would happen would not 
be what God would make happen.  



Imagine hearing the heavenly host of angels—hundreds or thousands 
of them—singing God’s praises.  These angels simply could not contain 
their joy.  Darkness of night could not contain the glory.  The quiet of the 
still evening could not quell their angelic praises.  JESUS IS BORN.  YOU 
CAN FIND HIM IN BETHLEHEM.  HE IS LYING IN A MANGER, WRAPPED IN 
SWADDLING CLOTHS.

The shepherds had no question as to what to do next.  Hurriedly they 
rushed to the stable and found Mary, Joseph and the Baby as He lie in 
the manger.  And after finding Him and the Holy Family, they spoke of the 
wonders of the evening.  They told Mary and Joseph how the angels had 
announced the holy birth.  As they left they told all those they encountered.  
How could they not tell?  How could they not proclaim their encounter with 
the angels, the appearance of the shekinah glory of the Lord, their race to 
see Jesus in the manger, and the culmination of the long-promised Savior?  

These shepherds were never the same.  They returned glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen. How about you?  How about 
me?  While our encounter with Jesus may not have included a glimpse of the 
shekinah glory of the Lord, it was every bit as real.  We may not have heard 
a heavenly host of angels praising God, but we have been forever changed, 
haven’t we?  For that is the mark of our salvation.  Jesus forever changes 
us.  We cannot go back to the old ways, and to the old us, because we have 
encountered Jesus, His saving power and grace.  We do not deserve it, just 
as those shepherds did not deserve to see this glorious occasion.  But the 
encounter changes us nevertheless.  

So live it. Let your life praise and glorify God this day and every day as did 
those shepherds long, long ago.

John Berry



December 26
Matthew 2:1-12

What Price Adoration?
O Come Let Us Adore Him.

The first gifts given to Jesus were from the wise men.  Following the biblical 
account, we read that their adoration of the newborn King was expressed in 
lavish gifts befitting a King.  

Do we know what happened to those famous offerings? They certainly were 
in contrast to the humble setting of a stable and shepherds.  As we say, their 
hearts were in the right place.

In school you may have read the fictional account by Henry Von Drake, 
The Story of the Other Wise man.  Artafan, a wealthy mystic, sold his 
possessions to buy elaborate gifts and travel to find the King.  

Our Christmas season often depicts the magi in carols and decorations. We 
are still fascinated with their wealth, generosity and determination.  These 
elusive travelers set a very high standard for us:  

Would you go that distance?
Would you be so extravagant?
Would you face a dangerous Herod?

Stop!  Rethink gift giving!  Should we go into debt by over-spending?  Can 
we adore Him with our gifts of service—homeless shelters, nursing homes, 
giving time instead of money, setting priceless examples for our youth?

How do we adore Him?

Years ago I served meals at the Salvation Army.  An unforgettable scenario 



still lingers in my mind.  The poor lady in a well-worn coat came in the 
door on a miserable cold and rainy noon. She approached me and with 
the sincerest face asked to give.  She pulled out a crumpled dollar bill and 
pressed it out on the table. “I want to give”  she proudly said.

O Come Let Us Adore Him.

Dona Julian Cassel
 



December 27
Matthew 2:13-18

Are You Listening?
When they had gone, an angel of  the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  
“Get up, “ he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”  So 
he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
where he stayed until the death of Herod.  And so was fulfilled, what the 
Lord has said through the prophet.  “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  When 
Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 
he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem  and its vicinity  who were two 
years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi.  Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled.  “A 
voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for 
her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”

We can and should consider the paradox of celebrating the birth of Jesus, in 
the context of Herod’s slaughter of innocent children.

Our own experiences and circumstances are sometimes of great sorrow 
and challenge as well. During the brightness of the Christmas season as 
we know it in our prosperous experiences, parties, good food and drink, 
refugees will still be fleeing some horror in their homelands.  Powerful 
people will be threatening the vulnerable. Herod’s slaughter of the “Holy 
Innocents” as the day is often named, is often focused on the first Sunday 
after Christmas and is a strong way to proclaim the Gospel and the image of 
salvation in the midst of cruelty.  

If we’re shallow (and often we are) we do not want to hear about the 
murders and bad things that happen in this broken world.  But what 
overpowers the darkness of human beings, and cruelty beyond what we 
can fathom  is the overwhelming truth that God gives not only a means for 



responding to evil but also a reason:  God’s creation is holy, intended for 
good.  And circumstances that are so daunting and sad are worthy of our 
prayer and mourning.

Matthew’s gospel also allows a focus on Joseph.  His role is not only to 
protect Mary and Jesus, but to serve as one whose actions respond 
to God’s desire for Joseph’s little family’s safety.  God speaks and 
Joseph listens.  So perhaps a question for us all, despite and in light of 
circumstances of the world, are you (am I) listening to the call of the Lord to 
action in one form or another?  

Richard Foster has said that prayer is comprised of three things, Listening, 
Listening and Listening.  Joseph listened to his Lord and followed.  We have 
that same opportunity every day.

Tom Brown
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